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Tanja Masson-Zwaan is Deputy Director of the International Institute of Air and Space Law at Leiden 
University and is the President of the International Institute of Space Law.  Tanja has specialised in the field 
of air and space law for 25 years and has published widely in the field. She currently teaches air and space 
law in the advanced Masters programme (LLM) in air and space law of Leiden University, and carries out 
various research activities. She lectures on space law all over the world, advises the Dutch government 
and other national and international bodies on matters relating to space law, and attends the sessions of 
the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space as an observer. 
 
Before returning to Leiden where she graduated in international law, she set up and taught courses in air 
and space law at the National University of Singapore, worked as a consultant in France and the 
Netherlands for industrial and institutional clients, and served many years as Executive Secretary of the 
IISL. 
 
Tanja is a recipient of several awards and is a member of various professional organisations such as the 
International Astronautical Academy (IAA), the Académie de l’air et de l’espace (ANAE, France), the 
International Law Association (ILA), the European Centre for Space Law (ECSL), the International Aviation 
Women’s Association (IAWA), and a Board member of Women in Aerospace-Europe and the Netherlands 
Society for Aerospace (NVR). 
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